February 21, 2017
Dan Anderson
Sr. Communications Outreach Specialist
North Seattle Neighborhood Greenway
Seattle Department of Transportation
Dear Dan,
We are writing to formally follow-up on the specific comments and suggestions the
Crown Hill Urban Village Committee for Smart Growth offered during your recent public
meeting and communications regarding the North Seattle Neighborhood Greenway.
Crown Hill Urban Village (CHUV) will anchor the proposed new Greenway. We hope it
will become a vibrant pedestrian and bike transit corridor that will generate thousands
of Greenway users.
As we have discussed, we believe that the proposed Greenway plan through CHUV needs
modifications and enhancements to make it the safest, most pedestrian friendly
route possible for neighbors that will adequately meet the future needs of our
changing neighborhood. We look forward to working with your office to integrate
these modifications into this plan, and with SDOT on other future projects coming to
CHUV.
CHUV is slated for tremendous growth and changes under HALA. View the map and the
proposed zoning changes here.
•

•

•

Our neighborhood is slated to be upzoned in 2018 to promote higher density to add
affordable housing. CHUV is already growing rapidly with over 500 new housing
units in the development pipeline right now, BEFORE the MHA upzones even go into
effect.
The proposed zoning changes will convert current auto-friendly commercial areas
along Holman and 15th to 75-foot tall neighborhood commercial – six stories of
residential units over new commercial spaces on the ground floor.
Denser housing will attract new neighbors without cars, including seniors and the
disabled. These neighbors will rely on safe ways to walk to local stores using ADA
compliant mobility assistance and adequate transit to reach other areas of the City.

As we have discussed at the Greenway meeting and by phone and email, we propose the
following modifications of the draft Greenway’s plan to reflect these future needs for
CHUV:
1) Adjust the plan to address safety concerns on 92nd Street between 12th and 13th

•

•
•

This area is a business area with light industrial/manufacturing, including Dicks
Drive-in which generates significant auto traffic, a window manufacturer that brings
in delivery trucks and several retail stores – existing and new retail coming in the
105 unit new development being built on the corner of 92nd, 13th and Holman Rd.
Visibility on 92nd is poor for East/West traffic due to a steep hill that obscures
visibility east of 12th, a danger to pedestrians, bikes and motorists.
There are no sidewalks for pedestrians to safely avoid traffic, forcing them to
walk in the middle of the street or directly behind cars parked cars in business
parking lots.

Suggested safety modifications:
•

•

Integrate adequate safety modifications on the current proposed route on 92nd east
of 13th:
o Build an adequate sidewalk along this stretch of the Greenway so
pedestrians are safely removed from traffic and visible.
o Consider how to slow and increase visibility of traffic entering the greenway
and approaching the hill that limits visibility.
o Consider ways to increase pedestrian and bike visibility to parked cars that
line this stretch of road parked head-in.
o Consider the impact the new surface light at Holman will have on traffic
diverting through side streets as they cut through the neighborhood to avoid
delays, and the safety concerns that raises on streets, most that do not have
sidewalks for pedestrians.
o Consider existing storm water drainage and pooling water along the proposed
stretches of the greenway that limit pedestrian access further after heavy
rains, creating situations similar to our current 17th Ave Greenway north of
85th street which often becomes impassable during the winter
Alternatively, please evaluate a safer alternative route for the Greenway through
CHUV, potentially south on 13th to 90th, and east along 90th, both blocks that include
existing (rare) sidewalks north of 85th.

2) Connect the one block missing link of sidewalk on 92nd between 14th and Mary, a
critical connection between schools and parks.
•

•

•

This one block link of missing sidewalk is adjacent to Holman Road, a busy arterial
and behind a small strip mall with a parking lot that cuts through from Holman and a
cluster of townhouse buildings.
It connects Whitman Middle School and Soundview Playfields with Crown Hill Park
and Small faces pre-school. It will be frequented by many children accessing these key
neighborhood amenities.
A missing sidewalk will force these children and families to walk in the street, with
no safe walkway removed from traffic.

We suggest that the current proposal be modified to integrate an adequate sidewalk
or safe pedestrian path within the core scope of this funded Greenway project.
Given the children and those most likely using this stretch of the Greenway, completing

the missing sidewalk link is a real safety concern. It is also too important to be relegated
to a competitive grant process that may or may not be fulfilled.
In a community growing as quickly as CHUV, an area designated as one that emphasizes
pedestrian mobility, all new infrastructure projects, particularly our pedestrian-friendly
Greenways, must have adequate safe places for pedestrians to walk and be ADA
compliant.
The proposed North Seattle Neighborhood Greenway is just the first of many
infrastructure projects that must be adequately scoped and built to accommodate
the demands of future growth and the changing needs of our neighborhood.
We look forward to continuing to work with you and SDOT on making our Greenway
through CHUV meet current and future community needs. Thank you for your work on
this project, and please let us know how we can help as you advance plans to build a
wonderful neighborhood asset for Crown Hill Urban Village.

Sincerely,

Leigh Pate and Deborah Jaquith
Crown Hill Urban Village Committee for Smart Growth
Leigh Pate: 206 235-0729 leigh@seanet.com
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